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DISSERTATION 
ON THE 
PROPERTIES and EFFICACY 
; OF THE | | 


Liſbon Diet Drink; 


A Mxpieixx, for many Years, ſucceſsfully 
uſed in Portugal, in the Cure of the 


Venereal Diſeaſe and Scurvy. 
5 In which, Its Comparative Excziiznce with 


MERCURY and GUAIACUM 


ii CONSIDEALD, 
And the Particular CAs xs are pointed out, 
where it juſtly claims the Preference to Bork. 
TOGETHER WITH 


REFLECTIONS 
ON THE. | 
Improper Usz of MERCURY; 
ANDV¹ THE | 
MANNER of Its ACTION on the 


$OLIDS$ and FLUID 
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PREFACE. 


1 S the late Calamity at Liſbon, may 
deprive ſeveral of a Medicine, which, 
for many Years, had there been deemed in- 
eftimable, for its conſtant Succeſs, in curing 
two Diſeaſes of the moſt formidable Rind; 
lis preſumed the following ſhort Account of 
it may not be unacceptable ; and as it is my 
Aim, throughout the Whole, to avoid every 
Thing that may fland in need of an Apology, 
I have nothing to offer by way of Excuſe. 


4 


There are many Gentlemen, at this Time 
in London, who have tbemſelves not" only 
experienced its happy Effects Abroad, but 
have alſo remark'd its Excellence in-the Cafes 
of others; and to Thefe, this Treatiſe is 
particularly adareſs'd, as moſt likely to ſub- 
ſeribe to the Merit of the Medicine, "with- 

B 2 out 


iv. | 
out any Mixture of Partiality or Preju- 
gie. 2 5 | 
What I fhall ſet down concerning it, is 
not taken from" the Authority or Credit of 
another, but is the immediate Reſult of ny 
own Obſervation and Knowledge of its 
Efficacy, in the perfect Cure of the con- 
firm'd Lues Venerea and Scurvy; having 
ſeen, when at Liſbon, repeated Inſtances of 
mts ſurprizing Succeſs in theſe Diſeaſes, 
even when Salivation, and all other Me- 
thods, bad been fubmitted to in vain, and 
the deſpairing Patient was left to him- 
ſelf as incurable. 


This Medicine, at Liſbon, WAS uni ver- 
fally known by the Name of the German 
Diet-Drink, from its being given there, 
for many Years, by a German, who, as I 
was inform'd, had been Phyfician to the 
Queen Dowager of Portugal: Its Succeſs 
was ſo amazing in many Caſes that were 
thought to be incurable, that ſeveral Gen- 


temen reſorted thither from England, 
Italy, 


v. 
Italy, Holland, and orber Parts of Europe, 
in hapes of Relief; ſo that, of late Years, 
Montpelier hes not been more famous than 
Lion, for the Means of repairing thoſe 


Conſtitutions nnen Vene- 
real 3 ; 


1 1 for a confiderable Time, given 
' the ſame Medicine, and hitherto with good 
Succeſs; but decline producing particular 
Caſes from my own Practice, as that might 
admit of Exception, and probably be look'd 
upon, by ſome, as an artful Infinuation to 
recommend it: Being therefore perfettly 


aware of the Difficulty which may oppoſe 


the favourable Mention of particular Reme- 


dies, the Reader is defired to remark, that I 


do not fland indebted to the following Sheets 


for a Proof of its Efficacy, but ſhall have 
Recourſe to Matters of Fact, to convince 
thoſe who may be doubtful, by referring 
ſuch to thoſe very Perſons who have- been 
cured by it after the moſt E — 
dies had failed. 
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vi. 

Me well-known Caſe of a Nobleman of 
the firſt Distinction, about eleven Years 
ago, is one of the many Inflances which 
ſhews the remarkable Certainty of this 
Remedy; for, by its fole Uſe he was. re- 
fored to Health, after the Advice of the 
moſt eminent Phyſicans bad been fillowed 
7 nr | | 
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PROPERTIES by which it Tek 
VENEREAL Poison. 
EY SERV. ATIONS * 
upon Experience ars the ſureſt 

255 Guides to Truth in every Sci- 

ence, and when apply d to the 

5 of Diſeaſes, are alone, much more 
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neren 1 
we have a true Copy of » Diſeaſe, where 


. a 
likely to ſucceed, than the moſt refin'd 


all its Symptoms, like the Features of a 


well-drawn Picture, are faithfully deli- 


neated from the Life; but where erring 


Hypotheſis guides the Pencil, the Strokes, 
Nature, and exhibit not only a faint, but 
falſe Reſemblanee of the Original. 


' AnÞ as Phyſick at firſt began without 
Theory, ſo it might in a great Meaſure 
ſubſiſt. without it: That had no Share in 
furniſhing Hints, or guiding the wild A. 


merican to a Remedy for his Diſeaſe; for 
without .enquiring into its. Cauſe, be 


would often cure, Relief being the only 


thing he ſought or car d for. Thus pure 
Experience, built upon the maſt ſimple 
Knowledpe, ſupply d the Place of der 
R and 45 wg him ta rate the 

ES”: 1 


1 
Value of his Medicine by the Eaſe it 
procur d him. 


Urom this Account, I ſhall confine 
myſelf entirely to the ſenſible Effects of 
the Medicine under Conſideration, with- 


out confounding or obſcuring plain Facts. 


with Matter of idle Surmiſe ; its conſtant 
Succeſs being a much ſtronger and more 


inconteſtable Proof of its Efficacy, than. 


any Concluſion that can be drawn from 
the moſt elaborate Deſcription of its 
Excellence. | 


Bur tho' I ſhall only mention the moſt 
evident Properties by which it expels the 


Venereal Poiſon, or Scorbutic Acrimony, 


yet Lam far from limiting its Power of 


Action, ſolely to thoſe Secretions which 


it principally tends to promote; ſince 


Medicines often operate by Qualities too 


abſtruſe to be diſcover d by the Senſes 


C 
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D In; 8 
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IT may not here be improper to ob- 
ſerve, that the nobleſt and moſt celebrated 
Specificks, are not alike ſucceſsful in all 
Caſes ; the divine Powers of Opium do 
not always ſolace the Patient with Inter- 
vals of Eaſe, nor does the moſt prudent 
Uſe of the Bark invariably put a Stop to 
the Progreſs of an Intermittent ; a con- 
vincing Proof, that the moſt powerful 
Medicine cannot juſtly be warranted in- 
fallible, and a Reaſon too prevailing, to 
allow me the Mention of ſo pompous an 
Epithet, upon this, or any other Oc- 
cation. 


 FoxMERLY, the Liſbon Diet - Drink 
was chiefly confined to the Cure of the 
Pox and Scurvy, and generally, I believe, 


it may be the moſt prevalent in theſe 


Diſeaſes; but it may alſo be given with 
admirable Succeſs in moſt Diſorders that 


ariſe from Acrimony, or a viſcid State of 


the Blood. 


[5] 


Ix the Rheumatiſm, and irregular Gout, 
it is of vaſt Service; in which Caſes, I 
have known it afford the moſt ſenſible 
Relief; for it not only diſſolves the ob- 
ſtructing Matter, but blunts the Acrimony 
of the ſharp Juices, and by conveying 
them gradually out of the Body, by the 
ſeveral Secretions, it mitigates the moſt 
ſevere wandering Pains. 


Ir produces its Effects in the moſt ſa- 
lutary, gentle Manner, acting principally 
by Perſpiration, Urine, and moderate 
Stools ; infomuch, that wherever there is 
Suſpicion of a venereal Taint, it may be 
given with the utmoſt Safety and Succeſs 
to Children, and Women with Child ; and 
as Infants are often infected by diſtem- 
per d Nurſes, or ſometimes born Heirs to 
this cruel Diſeaſe, this Medicine, by its 
Mildneſs, becomes peculiarly adapted to 
the Cure ; ; being proper in the moſt ten · 

82 | der 
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[6] | 
der Conſtitutions, and even in hefc 
Complaints, where the Uſe of Mercury 
would be highly prejudicial. | 


8 In the Cure of Diſeaſes, we are often 
directed to watch the Courſe of Nature, 
and to obſerve with Diligence the Steps 


The takes to free herſelf of every Incum- 


brance; now in the Venereal Diſeaſe and 
Scurvy, the Patient is oftentimes ſeiz d 
with a Flux of the Belly, which being 
an Effort of Nature, to throw off the 
morbid Matter by the inteſtinal Glands, 
ought, by all Means, to be encouraged ; 
agreeable to this, tis evident that a Me- 
dicine which is gently laxative, and con- 
ſtantly keeps the Bowels open, muſt 
greatly contribute to the Cure, by afford- 
ing the Venereal Poiſon a free Paſſage out 
of the Body by the Inteſtines, whenever 
Nature determines it that way: Again, 
when the tainted Juices are thrown out- 
wards, and deform the Skin with Erup- 

tions, 


1. 7 3 
tions, this Medicine, by promoting a free 
Perſpiration, will aſſiſt in forwarding their 
Diſcharge. In this Caſe, Dr. Robinſon, 
in his excellent Treatiſe on the Venereal 
Diſeaſe, abſolutely condemns a Salivation, 
as attended with very pernicious Conſe- 
.quences ; for, according to his Opinion, 
it may reſolve the Matter of the Pocky 
Scabs, Blotches, and Ulcers, and oblige 


the tainted Juices, that Nature for her 8e- 


curity had flung, upon the Skin, to melt 
down, and retreat into the Blood again; 
which 1s acting both againſt the Laws of 
Nature, and the evident Maxims af tho 
Animal O Economy. 


Tux better to account for the Effects 
of the Diet-Drink, I ſhall beg leave to 
conſider, in the ſhorteſt Manner, the Na- 
ture of the Venereal Poiſon, and the hor- 
rid Conſequences ariſing from it, when 
intimately mixed with the ſeveral Juices; 
for if the Virus, which, at firſt, was only 
m 
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in Poſſeſſion of ſome particular Part, is 
not ſpeedily diſengaged from the Place of 
its Reſidence, and carried out of the Bo- 
dy by the Power of Medicines, or the Ef- 
forts of Nature, its Strength will be mul- 
tiplied in Proportion to the Time of its 
Stay, and by Degrees it will infinuate it- 
ſelf into the Blood, till the whole Maſs 
is contaminated : And as the Fluids ſepa- 
rated from it, either in a ſound or diſ- 
cas d State, are conſtantly converted into 
Solids, in order to ſupply and repair the 
Loſs of what is wore away by the Actions. 
of the Body; that Poiſon which, at firſt, 
was local, will now be univerſally diffas'd 
throughout the Body, and the very Prin- 
ciples of its Exiſtence will become in- 
fected. 


The Venereal Poiſon is generally ſup- 
pos'd to be of an acid, corrofive and fix'd 
Nature ; from one or all of which Pro- 
perties, tis ſuppos'd, almoſt every Symp- 

| tom 
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tom of the Diſeaſe may be accounted for: 
however, it is hard to affirm, with any 


great Certainty, that either the one or the 


other of theſe Qualities actually reſide in 


it; becauſe, we can only judge of the 
Nature of the Poiſon by the . it 


produces. 


Finsr, 1 imagine it is thought to par- 
take of Acidity, from its coagulating the 
Lymph, and bringing on Obſtructions 


and Tumors in the ſeveral ORR 
Glands. 


SECONDLY, tis deem'd corroſive, from 
the ſtrong Tendency that is obſerv'd in 
Venereal Ulcers to ſpread and eat deeper. 
And laſtly, it is with greatReaſon ſuppos'd 
of a fix'd Nature, becauſe, the Infection 
is ſeldom or never communicated by Ef- 


fluvia, as in the Small-Pox, and other 
contagious Diſeaſes. 


Tas 
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Tur Blood, therefore, being alter d 
from its ſound State, by the Acrimony of 
the Venereal Poiſon; all the Fluids ſepe- 
rated from it become vitiated, and unfit 
for the Purpoſes of Life; the Solids are 
not only robbed of their due Supply of 
Nouriſhment, but alſo ſuffer greatly from 
the Sharpneſs of the Juices, irritating, 
and at laſt eroding the Veſſels in which 
they circulate ; and from this Cauſe. ariſe 


Pain and Inflammations, which often ul- 


cerate without a previous Suppuration of 


the Part. 


* BesiDEs, the Stimulus occaſioned by 
the acrid Fluids, will: ſollicit the minute 
Veſſels which are moſt ſenſible, to con- 


tract and force back their Contents into. 


the larger Branches, and this, by leſſen- 
ing the Diameters of the ſeveral Veſſels, 
and preventing a due Circulation, will 


become the immediate Cauſe of Obſtructi- 


On 


Lu! | 
on, Tumors, and Caries of the Bones: 
This contractile Diſpoſition of the Solids 
is not at all Conjecture, but prov d, from 
Experience, to be Matter of Fact: for 


by examining, with a Microſcope, the 
Parts of an Animal in Pain, that is found 
ſufficient to alter tba Courſe of the Blood, 
and by the Spaſms it occaſions, will drive 
back the Fluids in their Veſſels, till the 
Stimulus is remov d; ſo that from this 
Obſtruction to the Progreſs of the Circu- 

lation, Tumors may probably happen, 
without any ng <0 age ons or 


a of i the —— 


Ts Ens 108 


10 —— — — 5 
at firſt, the infectious Matter acts chiefſy 
by coagulating the Juices, which ſtag- 
nating, acquire a Degree of Acrimony 
ſufficient to erode the Solid Part, but 
whether the one of theſe Qualities pre- 
cedes the other, or whether. they do not 
exiſt together, from che Time of In- 

D fection, 


L 12 ] 
fection, is a Circumſtance which, I think, 
has never 8 been phe pnnyp chear d 


3 8 n et 
wot; _ 301 und 30 mY FN 
u Viſeidity of knie Blogd: 4s ute the 


IO? of the Venereal Pofſon, 
which,” coneurring Wält its Acrhmonhy 
may produce Symptoms almoſt innumer- 
able, and the variouſly esmplicated: yet 
AH of them eur upon the r è pre- 
veding * 8 Cafes. d O. 1 og O 
can yidedor!7 ya en Hos) 
r Globules of Blood have mutual At- 
tractions, whick ãncreaſe in Pr 
their Surface of Contact, and there are ſeve- 

ral Properties reſiding in Matter, which 
are found to augment et diminiſh this at- 
tractive Power; Vegetable Acids diſſolve 
it, whilſt mineral acid Spirits infallibly 
<oagulate and diſpoſe it to run into-pre- 
ternatural Cheſions ip and as the Vene- 
real Poiſon is ſuppos d ta be of an acid, 
'or — tis no wonder that 


8521 Q | it 


[3 ] 
it ſhould thicken the Lymph, and bring 
Quality „ viz. Buboes in the Groin; I 
flammations and Enlargement of the 


Teſtes, with Tumors and Obſtruction ef 


the Glands in V ve OE? e Body. 

* Laine 
G1 Nasen State of the Blood may like- 
miſe hippon from a defect of its Motion 
from any Cauſe; for as the conſtituent 
Parts of all the animal Fluids are globu- 
lar in their natural State, ſo do they pre- 
ſerve that Figure by the conſtant Nevolu- 


tion of their Parts; by which, every ſe- 


perate Particle may be conſider'd as a 


ing round its own Axis, in various Di- 
rections; therefore, as their Motions lan- 
guiſh, or wholly: ceaſe, theſe Particles 
muſt recede from their original globular 
Figure, and aſſume others, more or leſs 
approgching thereunto: But finee ſpheri - 
n Purvis: do, of all others, contain 
70 D 2 e 
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143 
the greateſt Quantity of Matter under the 
leaſt Surface, their Points of Contact, 
inter ſe, muſt be the ſmalleſt, and conſe- 
quently the beſt adapted to compoſe a 
fluid Body; ſo that whenever the Juices 
change this Figure for any other that is 
pointed or angular, they are ſaid to be in 
a diſeas d or acrimonious State; and not 
only ſo, but they muſt likewiſe become 
more glutinous and roapy, for the Co- 
heſion of their Parts will be in Proporti- 
on to their Surface of Contact, and as the 
Quantity of their Surface is increas d by 
their new- acquir d Figure, they muſt, of 
neceſſity, conſtitute a Fluid more viſcid 
and tenacious N a it ppg ak 
ahem! Indifpolition: 1 * Juices will 
prove the greateſt Obſtacle to a free plans 
dular Secretion,” and the venal Blood be- 
ing, by this Means,  depriv'd'of that due 
Supply of Lymph, which, in à na- 
| tural State, dilutes _ * it fluid, will 
grow 


14503 
grow thick and unfit for Circulation; its 
Motion will become languid, and its Re- 
turn to the Heart, thro the ſmall Veſſels, 
more difficult; and as this Loſs of Mo- 
tion will ſtill become greater and greater, 
as the ſeveral Glands increaſe in their Ob- 
ſtruction, ſo will the Blood's Viſcidity * 
e more and more. 


40 Nature of the venereal Poiſon 
being ſuch as to communicate Acrimony, 
and diſpoſe the Blood to a viſcid State, 
the Cure will be ſooneſt brought about by 
ſuch Things as blunt the Acrimony, thin 
the Blood, and evacuate the offending 
Matter * oceiligned | theſe * 


vities. 


5. 


5 The Liſbon Diet-Drink, already men- 
tion d, is eminently poſſeſs d of all the 
above Properties, and by theſe it is di- 
rectly ſuited to anſwer all: the e 
of Cure. 
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» 'T1s a nice Point to commend with 


Judgment, and ſtill more difficult; - to 


avoid the Imputation of Partiality, in 
a Subject of this Kind; I therefore beg 
Leave to acquaint the Reader, that I only 
look upon this Medicine as a valuable 
Acquiſition, which in the Hands of ano- 
ther might be alike ſucceſsful : and that 
the Merit of the Cures perform'd by it, are, 
by no Means, due to me, but properly 
belong to that Gentleman Who Ges in- 


troduc d and apply d it to Practice. 


Ir is compos'd of faline, . 
ſubtile Parts, join'd with a ſoſt reſinous 
Balſam, which together make a kind of 
natural Soap, readily mixing with the 
animal Fluids, and with them eaſily con- 
vey d to every part of the Body: It oc- 
caſions no Tumult in the Blood, nor ha- 
ſtily ſollicits its own Expulſion, but goes 
the whole Length of the Circulation, 
and ſearches to the Extremities of the 
fineſt Strainers. 
By 


17 
B its faline, deterging Quality, it 
dlies" the coagatated Lymph, and 
powerfully Rours'the obſtructed Glands; 
whilt, by irs foft balfamic Parts, it be- 
comes "Brant to Nature, defending the 
Solids,” and ſheathing the Acrimony of 
the wee Juices, Which 22 


4 W. pr 9 4 RAR 


— — , 


74% 


FISTS YI bs! 8150 & 
e Blovd-Veſizls hems | 
CG to thoſe of Oils in 


the Stomach, when taken upon Poiſons, 
or Emulſions drank plentifully to remove 


_theStranguary from bliſtering with Spaniſo 
ing theſe, is to blunt the. cauſtic, Salts, 
and convey em out of che Body with- 
Out wounding the Solids, ſo is this Me- 
dicine intended to anſwer the like Put- 
poſes, by hreaking and inveloping the 
Aſperity of che Venereal Poiſon, and by 
inlarging the Secretions: for its,quicker 
Diſcharge. THis 


146 


Tm Is Medicine, Dkr, * gi con- 
tant, band. Tor; a conſiderable. TH: 


in a * Liquors; Ailutes and leſſens 
the Coheſion of its oonſtituent Parts, . by 


Means of which the Venereal Faiſim, or 
Scorbutic Acrimony, are the more eaſily 


ſeperated from the ſound Juices, and 
waſh d out of the Body by the ſeveral Se- 
warmer of e eee Lin and 
Stool. 1 Artie 5513 
1 od ald ang] none 10 

In" di l Manner ig {"Gurenghdy edge 
the "Whole Maſs of Blood from ia diſ- 
| temiper d to a ſound State; and manifeſtly 
works a radical Cure, without diſorder- 
ing the Patient, or leaving him in that 
languid, death- like Condition, which un- 
avoidably follows a plentiful Salivation: 
On the contrary, it rather becomes a Re- 
oruti ve, by imparting a balſamic Diſpo- 
r ſition 


„ 


ſition to the Blood, and ſupplying the | 


Solids with ſuch Matter as was abraded 
and wore away by the Sharpneſs of the 
Juices ; for the ſame Reaſon, it will alſo, 
in a great Meaſure, repair the Injuries 
done to the Conſtitution, by the mpru- 
dent Uſe of Mercury; and upon this Ac- 


count, I have known two or three wo 


grew fat during its Uſe, who before were 
extremely thin and emaciated by a pre- 
ceding Salivation. 


Hence alſo, the almoſt certain Succeſs 


of this Medicine in foul Venereal, or Scor- 
butic Ulcers, which are not reſtrain'd by 
Mercury, but continue ſpreading in Spight 
of its liberal Uſe ; for in ſuch Caſes, the 
Blood being depriv'd of its richeſt and 
moſt balſamic Parts, the very Stamina 
of the Solids. give way, and tend to a 
State of Diſſolution. _ 


Bur, be a Medicine ever ſo 2984 and 


powerful, it ſtill remains as a Thing of 
„ the 


1 


1% 

the laſt Importance, to diſtinguiſh and 
particularize the ſeveral Caſes where it is 
found, from Practice, to be the moſt re- 
markably advantagious. 


I wovry therefore, from Experience, 
in a very particular Manner, recommend 
the Uſe of the Liſbon Diet-Drint, in 
worn- out, feeble Conſtitutions, after a 
Salivation has fail d, and left the Patient 
hectic or conſumptive, with ſpreading 
Ulcers, Eruptions on the Skin, an in- 
veterate Head-ach, acute wandering Pains, 
or any other Symptoms that may be 
deem'd truly Venereal or Scorbutic : In 
theſe Caſes it will ſweeten and reſtore the 
ſharp thin Blood to its former balſamic 
State ; and from hence a more free and 
equal Circulation will again take Place: 
It is likewiſe given with the moſt certain 
Succeſs to infected Children, and Women 
with Child, and ſeems incomparably well 
ſuited to ſuch delicate Conſtitutions, ſince 


* 


21 1 
I believe, there is no Remedy yet known 
fo ſafe and gentle in its Operation, where 
the Event is alike ſucceſsful. 


- WrozveR doubts the Efficacy of this 
Remedy, from its want of that Gravity 
with which Mercury and other Minerals 
are endued, need only attend to a com- 
mon Experiment, which will entirely 
overthrow that Objection, viz. The Bones 
of Animals, which have for ſome Time 
eaten their Food with a Mixture of Mad- 
der-Root, do by this Means acquire a 
florid red Colour, even in their moſt ſolid 
and compact Parts: This Circumſtance is 
mention d by Mr. Monro} ſpeaking of the 
Veſſels of the Bones. 


« THE cleareſt man of 4 
cc intimate Diſtribution of theſe ſmall Ar- 
« teries, is, to obſerve the Effects of ſuch 


« a tinging Subſtance, as can retain its 
« Colour when ſwallow'd, digeſted, and 


E 2 . mix d 


[ 22 
& mix'd with the Blood of any living 
& Animal, and at the ſame Time has Par- 
e ticles ſmall. enough to be convey'd into 
te the Veſſels of the Bones; ſuch is RuBIA 
& TixncToRUM, Madder- Root *; for we ſee 
& the gradual Advances which this Tinc- 
te ture makes from the Perioſteum into the 


more internal Parts of the Bones, and 


« how univerſally the Diſtribution of Li- 
t quors is made, the whole bony Sub- 
e ſtance being tinged.” | 


From hence, it is evident that all- the 
Parts of the Body, even the very Bones, a- 
bound with Veſſels infinite ly ſmall, which 
admitof Circulation, andare previous tothe 
ſubtile Particles of Medicines, which act not 
at all by their Gravity, but rather by a 
Specific Quality, which, with the animal 
Fluids, is conſtantly propell'd by the Force 

25 96D. 05 of 

1 Philo. Tranſat. Numb. 442, Art. 8. Numb. 


443, Art. 2. Numb. 457, Art. 4. Mem. de} 
Acad. des Sciences 1739, 1743: 


231 
of the Heart, and by Degrees tranſmitted 
to the affected Part; ſo that tho the Diſ- 
eaſe is ever ſo inveterate, and the Patient 
infected, even to the Bones, provided he 


will conform to a proper Regimen, and 


duly continue this Diet-Drink, for a con- 
ſiderable Time, he may in the End, with 
the greateſt ane "_ upon an ab- 
ſolute Cure, 


Bur, ſeeing the Circulation in the 
ſmalleſt Order of Veſſels appears too re- 
mote from the Heart, to be mov'd by its 
Impulſe, perhaps, a medicinal Effect on 
ſuch Parts may be better accounted for, 
by aſcribing the Motion of the Fluids to 
Attraction, ſimular to that in capillary 
Glaſs Tubes, or to what we ſee in the 
vegetable Syphon, at one End imbibing * 

the Fluid, which riſes againſt its own 
Gravity, and is diſcharged at the other. 
Tur 


* Vide Kinneir's Eſſay on the Nerves, 
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7. HE "Sams: according * the beſt | 
Writers, cannot properly be defin'd a 
ſimple Affection depending upon any one 
ſingle proximate Cauſe; but is rather a 
Complication of Diſorders, attacking the 
Patient with various Symptoms, moſt of 
Which may be trac'd to the Fountain from 
which they ſpring, viz. a bad Conſtitution 
of the. Blood: This Diſcracy of the 
Blood, may be occaſion d by tedious and 
long-continu'd Illneſs, by unwholeſome 
Diet, ſuch as that of Fleſh-Meats, which 
are rendered indigeſtible, from the vaſt 
Quantity of Salt uſed in preſerving them, 
by drinking of corrupted ſtagnating Wa- 
ter, or by breathing a confin'd, moiſt, in- 
elaſtic, or putrid Air; but, according to 
Lind, thoſe who have undergone a Sali- 
vation are, of all others, the moſt ſub- 
ject to this Diſeaſe. 


Ir may be obſerv'd, of Sea-Salt, that 


the Force of the digeſtive Faculties only 
| ſerve. 


1 

ſerve to ſubtilize its Parts, but is inſuffici- 
ent to change its Nature, which, after 
repeated Circulations, ſtill remains invin- 
cibly the fame; ſo that, without theſe 
Salts, with which the Blood is over- 
ſtock'd, are plentifully carried out of the 
Body by the Urinary Paflages, they will 
fall upon the Glands of the Skin, in form 
of yellow ſcurfy Eruptions ; or elſe by 
vellicating and eroding the muſcular Fi- 
bres, the Blood will extravaſate, and oc- 
caſion black petechial Spots, eſpecially on 
the Legs; and as all animal and vegeta- 
ble Subſtances become putrid, as ſoon as 
| the progreſſive Motion of their Fluids 
ceaſes, theſe Diſcolourations will often af- 
terward break, and become troublefome 
ſpreading Sores : The Gums alſo grow 
ſpungy, bleed upon the ſlighteſt Touch, 
and at laſt will ulcerate, from the Acri- 
mony of the putrid Saliva. 


THAT the Kidnies are the proper ex- 
cretory Organs, by which this muria- 
tic 


151 
tic Acrimony is naturally diſcharg' d, is 
evident from the Saltneſs of the Urine 5 


and therefore, a Diſeaſe brought on by 


this Quality can never be more effectually 
cured, than by giving a diuretic Medicine, 
which alſo reſiſts Putrefaction, and which, 


by diluting the Blood, will likewiſe diſ- 


ſolve the ſharp Salts, and carry them off, 
by an increas'd Urinary Diſcharge. 


NoTainG, as Dr. Pringle obſerves, 


could be more unexpected than to find 


Sea-Salt a Haſtner of Putrefaction; yet 
his twenty- fifth Experiment demonſtrably 
proves it to be ſuch; for tho' one Dram 
of Salt, in two Ounces of Water, pre- 
ſerved Fleſh ſweet twenty Hours longer 
than pure Water, yet he found, from re- 
peated Experiments, that Fleſh, with 
from five to twenty Grains of Sea-Salt, 


putrified ſooner than the ſame Quantity of 


Fleſh infus'd in Water only ; and further 


obſerves, fince Salt is never taken in Ali- 


ment, 


. 

ment, beyond the Proportion of the cor- 
fiipting Quantities in the Experiment, it 
appears ſubſervient to Digeſtion, chiefly. 
by a ſeptic Virtue ; and conſequently, I 
think, may be juſtly deem'd a principal 

| Cauſe of the Sciifvy, contrary to the 
Opinion of a modern Writer on that Diſ- 1 
ee ee. 1 


Ir is the Nature of all animal Oils, | 
when exalted by extraordinary Heat, or | 
long Reſt, to acquire a Degree of Ran- | 
cidity, ſufficient to bring on a total Cor- 
ruption of the Humours with which they 
are mix d, and alſo to erode the Solids, 
where they chance to ſtagnate: This 
ſeems, in a great Meaſure to be the Caſe, ' 
not only in the Scurvy; where the moſt 
evident Marks of Putrefaction appears 
but alſo in the Bilious and Petechial Fe- 
ver, where the Blood drawn. from the 

Veins, particularly inthe Scurvy, ſends upa * 
putrid ſtinking Smell, and appears of a dark, 

F- -.  : a 


C281] 
greeniſh, muddy Hue, without any re- 
gular Separation of its Afar. 5 an 


ing to cool, 1 5 


\ "£1 $ 12 


"Tis found, from 8 that n no- 
thin g will ſooner correct the Acrimony of 
rancid Oils, than. vegetable Salts ;. for by 
mixing rancid Train Oil with Pot-aſhes, 
it loſes its Sharpneſs, and is immediately 
chang d into a Soap, which i is a mild, in- 
nocent Subſtance, widely differing from 
the two Bodies which. dude; iA <7 


Is ſuch a putrid State of the Humours 


as has been already hinted at, watery Di- 


lutents, tho impregnated with the moſt 
proper medicinal Virtues, can be of no 
Service, except endued with ſuch a S- 
naceous Wabity, as will become a Medium 
to incorporate and combine the watery 
with the rancid oily Parts: The Lien 
Diet-Drink gives the moſt plain and viſi- 
ble Proofs of 00 a Quality, by the frothy 

Bubbles 


1. * tt 

7: 
Bubbles. which. remain, on 4 * ee 
fo or ſeveral Hours, after ſhaking.; and 


= at 


from this Property. to divide, and mix 


with the Juices, and its Power to evacu- 
ate t. che morbid Humours by Perſpiration, 
Urine, and Stool, it tends to me Care of 
$96 pak confirm d ee, 


1 — impairs the Solids, and 
diminifhgs their Force upon the Fluids; 
as long protracted Chronical Diſeaſes, a 
profuſe Mercurial Salivation, &c. may 
| likewiſe be principally: concern d in the 
Production of this Diſeaſe. 


* 1 


8 8 of. Putrifadtion is Fre 
low'd with a proportional Degree of Re- 
ſolution in the Fluids, and a faitable Re- 
laxation and Decay of the Solide, tho 
ever ſo inſenſible; and ſince the Blood is 
thoroughly melted down, and the Solid 
Fibres over-ſtrain'd, waſted, and render d 
effete by a Salivation, it may, without 

F 2 Doubt, 


301 

Doubt, be lock d upon as a Cauſe pow- 
erfully diſpoſing the Patient to the Scurvy ; 
for it evidently tends to promote the ſame 
' Proceſs as that of Putrifaction itſelf : This 
may probably be deem'd a ſubſtantial 
Reaſon, not only why the Scurvy ſo often 
recurs after a Salivation, but alſo why the 
| ſmalleſt' Portions of Mercury are fo ex- 
tremely pernicious in that Diſeaſe, having 
often been found to excite the moſt pro- 

ſe falivary Diſcharge, with the Loſs of 
the Gums and Teeth, and likewiſe, for 
the 'moſt Part, to be attended with a 
— — Flux. * | 


In ſuch Caſes, the 8 will not only 
farther break downtheTextureof the Blood, 
already too much deftroy'd, but will alſo 
exalt that Degree of Putrifaction which 
before exiſted in it from the ſcorbutic 
Cauſe : Beſides, as Lind juſtly obſerves, 
the want of a due Perſpiration may like- 
wiſe account for the Reaſon why Mercury 

in 


EN 

in Scorbutics, 1 pnverf'.f 51 pon 
the falival n ani 

Tur Spring and Summer are the pro- 
per Seaſons for taking this Medicine to the 
greateſt, Advantage, the uſual: Quantity 
being a Pint Night and Morning, for 
three Weeks, a Month, or longer, in. 
Proportion to the long or. ſhort Duration - 
of the Diſcaſe, and the Violence of the if ; 


Symptoms; but ſhould the Largeneſs of | 
the Draught chance to be an Qbjęction, 4 
inſtead. of a Pint, half chat Quantity 0 
may be taken, four Times a No, with 10 


equal Succeſs. 5 | 1 8 
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Ir agrees with mog every 1 i 
and requires no Confinement ; the Patient 9 
may uſe moderate Exerciſe, and go A- j 
broad in his uſual Manner, but ought. 101 
ſtrictly to conform to the following Regi- a 4 
men: He muſt avoid all Acids, and every, 0 
Thing falt or high- ſeaſon d; Fat Meats, 
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Pies Pits; "Fiſh and getables are; af 

this Time, bene Þ Tet him live 
chiefly ypon dry Foad, and white Meats 
roafted; ſuch as Veal, Rabbit, Fouls, Sc, 
He mut! ewiſe abſtain from the im. 
moderate ſe of Liquids, eſpecially | thoſe 
of the ſpirituous Kind, and, at "Meals, 
drink” moderately of Liſbon, or. any of 
the li light white Wires, dilated with Wa- 
ter. e 2 0 


r 18.1 Tot Irie »* 4112 QI 1 
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rin Was the Method obſer > ty 25 
miniſtering the Diet - Drink at 

where this Medicine has Auscerded in 1 
moſt deplorable Caſes of the Yenered!. 
Diſeaſe and Scurvy, even when Salivation, 
and alt other Means, prov d ineffectual, 

and, for that Reafon, was conſtantly re- 


commended” by the moſt eminent Phyſi- : 


clas and Surgeons there. | 6; 


Gar k SECT. 


REFLECTIONS. 


ON THE 


| Improper Ver of MERCURY; 


n Its Acrro on the 


SOLIDS: and FLUID S. 


| M* RC U RV, or Quick-Silver, i; 


a ponderous mineral Fluid, con- 


fiſting of very minute globular Parts, 
eaſily diviſible, and the heavieſt of all Bo- 
dies, excepting Gold: Its Affections on 
the Parts of the human Body are various 
and ſurpriſing, but, in general, may be 
accounted for, from its Gravity, Diviſibility, 
and Figure: By the firſt Property, it may 

be 


— 


[ 34 } 
be confider'd to act with a mechanical 


Power, like that of the Wedge, Cc. By 
che ſecond, it becomes capable of inſinu- 
ating itſelf into and pervading the moſt 
minute capillary Veſſels; and by the 
Third, tis exquiſitely fitted for Motion 
and Circulation; when mix'd with the 
animal Fluids. | 5 


5 Tur Preparations of this Mineral, - as 
15 apply d to the Practice of Medicine, have 


1 afforded Subject for various Opinions, be- 


ing, by Some, deem d highly pernicious, 
and ſuſpected of arſenical Qualities, con- 

ſequently a dangerous Poiſon, and abſo- 
lutely unfit for medicinal Purpoſes: Others 
again, have applauded their Excellence, 
and zealouſly infiſted on their Safety and 
Efficacy in many Diſeaſes, particularly 
that of the Lues Veneren: But both Par- 
ties have certainly err d in the Extreme; 
for the firſt raſhly condemn d this valua- 
| ble e Medicine, from the terrible Symp- . 
| toms 


[ 35] 
toms that follow'd its improper Uſe, with- 
out ever conſidering, that the horrid De- 
vaſtation it made, was more owing to the 
immoderate Quantity, than to any 
deleterious Quality reſiding in it : On the 
other Hand, the Advocates for it, too la- 
viſhly commended it, without ſufficiently 
attending to thoſe particular Caſes, in 
which later Experience proves it to be ex- 


tremely pernicious: And yet this Oppoſi- 


tion of Opinions ſeems not at all unac- 
countable, for in the early Stages. of the 


Venereal Diſeaſe, a Medicine, thus uncer- 
tain in its Qualities, was chiefly admini- 
ſter d by Empericks, and unſkilful Men, 
who boldly gave to one, that which had 
cur'd another of the like Diſeaſe, with- 
out any Regard to proper Doſe, or the Dif- 
ference of Conſtitution. Such inconſi- 
derate Practice produc d the moſt dread- 
ful Effects, and Death itſelf was often- 
times the Conſequence; for, by over- 
loading the Blood with Mercury, the 
Patient was quickly deſtroy'd by a Hœ- 
morrhage, Suffocation, or ſuch like alarm- 
ing Symptoms; fo that tis no wonder it 

ſhould 
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ſhould fall into Diſcredit and Neglect: 
However, there were not wanting ſome, 
who, by more cautious and rational Me- 
thods, became able, to aſcertain its Doſe; 
with more Exactneſs, and from the 
better Succeſs of thoſe, it was again re- 
viv'd in Practice, and brought into Eſteem. 
Medicines, therefore, like moſt other 
Things, derive their Value from their 
proper Uſe, ſince we find the ſame medi- 
cinal Subſtances good or bad, according 
to the Manner of their Application. 


A Attempt to raiſe the Eſteem of one 
Medicine by degrading another, might 
juſtly admit of the moſt ſevere Cenſure; 
and therefore, before I go further, ſhall. 
beg leave to obviate every Objection of 
this Kind, by aſſuring the Reader, that this 
is ſo foreign and repugnant to my Deſign, 
that 'tis the only Thing which I would 
induſtriouſly ſeek to avoid; for through-- 
out the whole, I would only be under- 
ſtood to doubt the Safety or Succeſs of a 
Salivation in particular Caſes, where a 

gentler Remedy would not t only more 


Cer- 


TC 
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certainly effect a Cure, but what is of the 
greateſt Conſequence, without ſubjecting 
the feeble Patient to thoſe Injuries which 
his Conſtitution muſt undavoidably ſuſtain 
by a Treatment ſo tedious and ſevere. 


MEeRcCuRY, in its pureſt State, ſeems 
void of all Acrimony, except diveſted of 
its natural Form by a Chymical Proceſs; 


and ſuch is the peculiar Property of this 


Fluid, that its ultimate Particles will ſtill 
retain their ſpherical Figure, tho' divided 
and reſoly'd into the moſt ſubtile Vapour ; 
and fince it is ſuppos'd to act upon the 
human Body by its Gravity, Diviſibility, 
and Figure; 'tis highly probable that 
moſt of the elaborate chymical Proceſſes, 
by changing its Figure, leflening its Gra- 
vity, and fixing its Motion, rather tend to 
deſtroy than to exalt its medicinal Virtues. 


MERCuRIALs, when judiciouſly given, 
may, without Doubt, generally prove the 
abſolute Cure of the Pox in robuſt Ha- 
bits ; 'yet there are many Conſtitutions 
which have ſuffer d ſo much from the long 
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Continuance of the Diſeaſe, and the im- 
proper Application of Mercury, that they 
are unable, any longer, to withſtand the 
Force of ſevere Remedies, and molt like- 
ly would ſink under a Salivation ; which, 
with a long Courſe of Abſtinence, during 
the Progreſs of it, is ſufficient to induce 
ſuch a Waſte of the Body, as oftentimes, 
is never to be repair d: So that the un- 
happy Patient, tho' perhaps cur'd of the 
Pox, languiſhes out his Days, and at aft 
dies of a Conſumption, 


Wir a View therefore to caution a- 
gainſt the indiſcriminate Uſe of Mercuryin 
all Caſes that are ſuppos d Venereal ; I 
ſhall venture an Attempt to ſhew how it 
may be hurtful to a weakly Conſtitution, 
either when receiv'd into the Blood in a 
Salivation, or where the Venereal Diſeaſe is 
complicated with others, which may be 
exaſperated and render'd worſe by its Ap- 
plication, 


Mercury is a Fluid, whoſe ſpecific 
Grayity is fourteen Times greater than 
that 


39 

thatof the Blood; and tho the Quantity of 
Motion in the mercurial Globules, when 

mix d with the Blood in the largeſt Veſſels, 
is, at firſt but fourteen Times greater 
than the Globules of Blood ; yet, in the 
ſmalleſt Branches of the Capillary Arteries, 
it will be above a hundred Times greater ; 


according to the Calculation of the learn» | 


= Aſtrue. 


Now it is evident what will be che 
Conlequencs of the great Diſproportion 
between the increas'd Motion of the 


Blood, and the Reſiſtance of the Fibres 


which compoſe its Veſſels; for as they 
are acted upon by a Force, one hundred 
Times greater than what they ſuſtain'd ih 
a natural State, it is requiſite that their 
Power of Reſiſtance ſhould be nearly a 
hundred Times greater than before, to 
counteract the Velocity of the Blood's 
Motion : But this is fo far from being the 
Caſe in a Salivation, that the Solids, in- 
ſtead of being ftrengthned, are daily 
weaken'd and relax'd more and more; 

firſt, 


1 40 ] 
firſt, from the ſlender Diet enjoin'd in the 
Salivation; ſecondly, from the Addition 
of Mercury entering the Blood at each 
Friction; and laſtly, from the profuſe 
and immoderate Diſcharge of Saliva. 


Tux great Diſſolution which the Maſs 
of Blood ſuffers from the Action of Mer- 
cury, may alſo become an additional 
Cauſe in overcoming the Tone of the 
Veſſels, and help to deſtroy that mutual 
Action and Re- action which ought to 
ſubſiſt between the Solids and Fluids; 
for ſuppoſing the Blood to conſiſt of dif- 
ferent Orders of Globules, which is the 


received Opinion ; as its conſtituent Parts 
become comminuted and melted down 


by the Gravity of Mercury; the exceſ- 
five Heat, at this Time produced by its 
quick Motion and Attrition againſt the 
Sides of the Veſſels, will rarify the Air 
ſhut up in each Globule, ſo as to make it 
poſſeſs a larger Space and diſtend the 
Veſſels, eſpecially thoſe of the weaker 
Vu.iſcera, even to the Danger of burſting. 


THAT 


[ 41 ] 

Tur Airreallyexiſts in the Globules of 
Blood ſeems plain from their Spherical 
Figure, but Obſervations with the Mi- 
croſcope have now ſo far confirmed that 
Suppoſition, as to leave no Room for 
Diſpute ; for by examining the Circula- 
tion, Leewenhoeck Aſſerts, that in their 
Paſſage through the capillary Veſſels they 
change into an oval Figure, reaſumin g 
their Roundneſs as ſoon as they come 
into a larger Space: This change of 
Figure in the ſanguineous Globules de- 
notes the Elaſticity of the Air they con- 
tain, ſince nothing is Elaſtic but what has 
Air in its Compoſition. 


Nox will the vaſt Force of the Airs 
Expanſion when rarified by Heat, ſeem 
at all ſtrange to thoſe who conſider it as 
the principal Agent employed in _— 
ng our Food in the Stomach. 


To the Sani Suppoliion; map tes 
objected the Experiment of tying a Portion 
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of an Artery with its circulating Blood 
included, for ſince no ſenſible Swelling 
was perceived i in it, after placing i it in the 


exhauſted Receiver of the Air Pump, it 
was from thence inferred that the Air 


contained in the Blood remained inelaſtic 


in its natural State : But this Experi- 


ment ſeems fallacious and not ſufficiently 


- concluſive, for if the Reſiſtance of the 


ſtrong Arterial Coats were more than 
equal to the Force of the Firs Expanſion, 


no ſenſible Enlargement could poſſibly 
happen. : 


From hence it plainly appears, that 
in a Salivation, the Blood acts with the 


greateſt Violence at a Time when the 


Solids are the leaſt able to reſiſt it, and 


conſequently by its Rapidity may burſt 


its containing Veſlels, as appears evident; 


from the Patients bloody Stools, Hœmor- 


mags from the Noſe, Mouth, Fc. 
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Wirnovr diſregarding the Teſtimony 
of Truth, it cannot be denied but that 
this Remedy is ſometimes attended with 

Conſequences not only dangerous but 
often fatal, particularly where a hectic 
Fever prevails or where the Lungs or 
any of the ſofter Viſcera are in a decay d 
State, for to give Mercurials with Free- 
dom in ſuch Caſes would be giving cer- 
tain Death to the. Patient; ſo that Saliva- 
tion is ſo far from being always proper, 
in every Circumſtance of the Venereal 
Diſeaſe, that it often manifeſtly en- 
dangers the Patient, and lays a Founda- 
tion for future Diſeaſes. 8 
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Fox the YEN already given, it wil 
diſpoſe the Body to a State of univerſal 
Relaxation, which will become the Pa- 
rent of Stubborn and ſometimes incurable 
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chron ical Complaints, ſuch as exceſſive 


Weakneſs, Conſumption, Dropſy and 
H hectic 
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hectic Fever: For as the Strength of A- 
»nimals is ſuppoſed to be in a triplicate 
Proportion to their Quantity of Blood, 
[how great muſt be the Weakneſs of the 
Body after a'Salivation ? Where the Veſ- 
-fels 'which were before diſtended, en- 
larged and overſtrained beyond Meafure, 
are now drained of their nutritious Juices, 


and of a ſudden, leftalmoſt empty, from 


the OY 1 of 1 and . 


- ALMesT every one, from his own Ex- 
pelzende, can tell the Inconvenience that 
attends a ſimple Sprain in any Part of the 
Body, and how long it is before the af- 
fected Part regains its former Strength : 
The ſame Cauſe, tho' in a leſs Degree, 
will alſo account for the exceſſive Weak- 
neſs that ſo often followsa high-raiſed Sali- 
vation; for in both Caſes the Nature of the 
Injury is the fame, vix. the Application of 
a greater Force to the Solids than their 
natural . bear; only in the 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, the Effect is inſtantanebuſſy pro. 

duced in a particular Patt, with the Senft 
of Pain, and in the Laſt, the Complaint 4 
is univerſal and brought about by De- i 
grees ſo flow and inſenſible, as not to give 4 
ſuch manifeſt bernard of . rayon 7 | F 
Danger. . 
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IxpioxsTIon is likewiſe a Dilorder 
more immediately ariſing from Relaxa- 
tion than from any other Cauſe, as is evi- 
dent by the Means which relieve it; for 
whatever braces the Fibres and inereaſes 


' muſcular Motion, ſeldom fails of reſtor- 
: bp oy > Stomach. 8 
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Tur Contraction of the kart! is alſo, 
at this Time, extremely Weak and that 
Power which the Solids ought to exert 
upon the Fluids being wanting, the Cir- 
culation becomes languid, the Motion of 
| the Blood at its laſt Ebb, and Perſpiration 
f Is almoſt wg. obſtructed : Thus then 

He 1, that 
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that Vapour which ought conſtantly to ex- 
hale from the Pores of the Skin, being re- 
tained, the Veſſels will be overloaded with 
Serum and a bloated anaſarcous Habit ge- 
nerally enſues ; and ſince there isa Tenden- 
cy in the Blood to reſolve into its conſtituent 
Parts, when free d from the Compreſſion 
of the Solids, as long as the Fibres remain 
lax and inactive, ſo long will the Blood 
unavoidably continue in a 2 State. 


Tuts 8 of the Patients Conſti- 
tution to a Dropſy, cannot be wonder d 
at, ſince that Diſeaſe is often found to 
ſupervene a profuſe Hemorrhage from 

the Noſe, Uterus, &c. And as the Diſ- 
charge in a Salivation is not only ſup- 


plyed from the Blood * but is alſo derived 
from the very Stamina of the Solids them- 
ſelves diffolv'd and melted down, may not 
this vaſtExpence of theſe Solids and Fluids 
be much more likely to produce a Dropſy 


| than 
Vide Robinſon on Conſump. Chap. III. p. 48. 


[ 47 ] | 
than a ſimple Flux of Blood, or a preter- 
natural increaſe of any of the other For 


cuations ? 

nnen Weakneſs clad a detect of 
Perſpiration may alſo ariſe from a bad Di- 7 
geſtion, for in ſuch Cafes, the Nouriſh- f 
ment derived from the Food in the Sto- , 
mach is not ſufficiently: Elaborated, and 1 
enters the Blood in a crude unconcocted f | 
State, without ever being ſo ſubdued and 1 


ſubtilized by the circulating Powers as 
duly to nouriſh the Body, or render it fine 
enough to 48 off by ww, cutaneous Toren 
WII the endo Reſpet and De. 
ce to the Opinion and Practice of 

others, I ſhould therefore, think it ad- 
viſible whenever Salivation is required, to 
raiſe it by flow Degrees, and inſtead of 
the uſual Quantities of three Drachms or 
half an Ounce of the Mercurial Unction 
GR: in at one Time, to apply only a 
Drachm 


2 UB Ae WY, ooo DA ears ate, toe wot; ne 
ths — : 2 % ö 


Eg rs = 
14 


= 


* 3 . 


2 * 


4 De r 3 
. en en ies... - 
7 * * 


as 2 — 


— . — —— — 2 — 


* * * 
r 


a 9 
e 


1 . 2 : 1 — = 4 £ Ld %- 
v on. rap» nor — m 


—— p —ů 2 


pot ” 
&.. - _— 
2 — * 
wah) „ 0 2 


os * * 2328 . — — — 2 

K | _— — - 
— = — 8 EW" 

Wy ES - our = s 


om nmr ——————————— — 


. K ia. — — 
T 


——ũ—ä——: U — — 
i 


[ 38 ] 
Drachm or a Drachm and a Half by pro- 
per Intervals; for by this Means, the Mer- 
cury will lie longer in the Body and have 
more Time to act, without ſolliciting its 
Expulſion at che Mouth; the Secretions 
in general will alſo be more moderately 
and equally affected, and the Patient both 
more fafe and certain of a Cure, pro- 
vided this Method is continued its due 
Time: For when a large Quantity oſ the 
VUnction is applyed at once, or too haſtily 
repeated, the falivary | Glands become 
dilated of a ſudden, and their Reſiſtance 
to the Diſcharge of Saliva fo ſmall, that 
the Mercury no ſooner enters the Blood 
than jt ruſhes off by the Mouth; yet this 


groſs Miſtake of rating the Patients Safety 


by the Quantity he ſpits, is ſo prevailing, 

that it deſerves to be En 
- Tmis Cildrumfiades a one probable 
Cauſe, why ſo many are diſappointed of 
a Cure after a Salvation; ; for 
the 


[ 49 ] 
the Mercury, when too liberally applyed, 
inſtead of undergoing ſeveral Circulations 
and affecting the Habit in general, hurries 
off by the Glands of the Mouth, and 
leaves the venereal Poiſon untouched | in 


thoſe Parts which lie moſt. remote : from. 


the ere 


Ir ns (ls neceſſary habe totake No- | 


tice, that Mercury does not always carryof 
the Infection by raiſing Spitting ; for there 


have been many Inſtances, where that 
could not poſſibly be procured, notwith- 


ſtanding its plentiful Uſe, and yet the Pa- 
tient was perfectly freed from all his ve- 


nereal ' Symptoms; which Circumſtance 


evidently ſhews, that Salivation, though 


principally depended upon, is not a thing 


r OE to he Cure. 


EY 
1 


Tus 1 imagine _ the principal 
Reaſon which firſt gave riſe to the Practice 
of curing the Pox by Mercury Without a 


Sali- 
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Salivation; for when it appeared from 
Experience, that the Cure was brought a- 
bout by an Enlargement of the Secretions, 
without the leaſt ſalivary Diſcharge, twas 
highly rational to conclude that the Diſ- 
eaſe might be removed by promoting theſe 
Secretions without ſubjecting the Patient 
to the Severity of a Salivation : To this 
End, by giving ſuch Things as determine 
the Mercury to the Pores of the Skin, or 
favour its Exit by Urine or Stool, and at 
the ſame Time ordering Aſtringent Gar- 
gles, the Flux of Saliva to the Glands of 
the Mouth has been entirely ee. 


Tus Method is particularly recom- 
mended by Deſault, was alſo approved of 
and followed by Dr. Douglaſs and others, 
and with a little Variation, in particular 
Caſes, has ſince been practiſed with Suc- 
ceſs at one of the principal Locks in Town, 
under the Direction of A very eminent 


| and ingenious, Surgeon, no, leſs remark- 
* l able 


able for his great affability and a commu- 
nicative Diſpoſition for the Inſtruction of 
his Pupils, than for the many uſeful Im- 
provements he has added to the Science 
of Surgery: | 


Bxs1Des, the Succeſs attending a Sali- 
vation ought not to be aſcribed to any pe- 
culiar ſpecifick Property inherent in Mer- 
cury, but-merely to the diſcharged Quan- 
tity of Saliva ; for 'tis generally believed, 
that if any other Body could be found, 
which would fuſe the Blood and occaſion 
the like Diſcharge of Saliva; that would 
in all Reſpects, as effectually Cure the 
Venereal Diſeaſe as a Salivation raiſed by 
Ne 


Tu Mineral, ſo often mentioned, has 
been charged by the Antients with many 
pernicious Qualities, and ſome * Obſerva- 


tions of very modern Date ſeem to ſecond 
577 41 2 „ 104-411 hal 


* Vide Gent. Mag. June 1755. 
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their Opinion, ſuggeſting that it raiſes a 
Salivation only by Virtue of ſome Arſi- 
nical Particles with which it is intimately 
Mixed, and which alone produce all the 
ill Effects ariſing from its Uſe, 1 5 


; N @TWITHSTANDING this Aſſertion, I 
can hardly believe that it affects a Saliva- 
tion by a Property ſo pernicious as that 
of which it is ſuſpected; for ſetting that 
aſide, all its bad Conſequences may be 
deduced from its Gravity, by which, ac- 
cording to Aftruc, it may overload the 
ſoſter Viſcera, and tear aſunder the - 
ed unn of the Veſſels. 1511 
| T1 HIS Opinion i is e and proved 

even to a Demonſtration, from an Expe- 
riment by Dr. Moulin in the Philoſ. Tran- 
fact. No. 192, p. 486. Where, by inject- 
ing crude Mercury into the jugular Vein 
of a Dog, the mercurial Globules had 
burſt through the ſmall Veſſels in the 
Lungs, 


ö 
Lungs, and forced their Way to the Sur- 
face, ſeparating their external Covering 


in Form of ſmall Bliſters, and where the 


Globules lay conſpicuous to the naked 
Eye; as this ſeems pertinent to the pre- 
ſent Subject, I ſhall take the Liberty of 
tranſcribing a few Lines at the Concluſion, 
as * Reſult of the Experiment. 


2 N hence may appear the Danger 


te of uſing Mercury in human Bodies, ſo 


« as to get into the Maſs of Blood, eſpe- 
« cially in the Lungs, becauſe they are of 
« a lax, ſpungy Texture, and want that 
<« briſk ſtrong Motion, which the Muſcles 
e have in other Parts, whereby they are 
e enabled to force it along with the Blood 
« in order to the raiſing a Salivation. That 


Mercury has this Effect on the human 


« Lungs, is plain from what we daily 
« ſee in Perſons that have been falivated, 
ec who are afterwards obſerved to die of 

. * Con- 


OF. 
«© Conſumptions, that will yield to no 
«« Medicine.” 


OvcuT we not therefore to be ex- 
tremely cautious in propoſing a Salivation 
to ſuch as are of a lax Habit, and much 
waſted, whoſe Solids cannot but with 
great Injury ſuſtain the vaſt Streſs laid 
upon them by ſuch a Remedy? A Con- 
ſequence ſtill more dangerous muſt attend 
thoſe who labour under an inward Decay, 
and yet unwarily ſubmit to a mercurial 
Courſe; for here the rarified Blood will 
ruſh upon the diſeaſed Viſcera with a 
Force ſuperior to the Refiſtance of their 
Fibres, and by the Violence of its Motion 
will break down and deſtroy their tender 
Texture; or what is equally probable, will 
inflame and bring a Collection of Matter 
on the affected Part, which burſting in- 
wardly, may quickly deſtroy the Patient. 


ALL the Arteries before they enter the 
Viſeera are diveſted of their external 
Coat; 


[55] 
Coat; which is a Circumſtance worth 
attending to, for, by this Means be- 
ing rendered much thinner, they be- 


come more yielding to the Impulſe of the 


Blood, than thoſe in any other Part of 
the Body. 


Tun Mercury-miners are always ſhort- 
lived *, for in a few Months they begin 
to tremble and ſcarcely any of them live 
to the third Year: Alſo according to 
Ramazim, from the Authority of ſeveral 
Writers they die miſerably, being affected 
with Palſies, Vertigo's and a hectic Fever. 
This, however, ſeems to prove but little 
againſt the Safety of Mercurials, for theſe 
are Symptoms which ſeem not to ariſe 
from the noxious Quality, but rather from 
the immenſe Quantity of this Mineral. 


_ Guala- 


* Fallop. Tract. de Metall. & Foſſilibus. 
+ De Morb, Art. 
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GoAIAcuu, a Medicine formerly, not 
leſs famous than Mercury for the Cure of 
the Venereal Diſeaſe, has its Advantages 
in particular Caſes, but in general ſeems 
to fall ſhort of the Character which at 
firſt attended its Uſe: It is frequently be- 
neficial in a cold phlegmatick Diſpoſition 
of the Body, but is always found to be 
hurtful in bilious dry Conſtitutions, or in a 

| ſharp, thin State of the Blood, where the 
Patient is hectic; for as it conſiſts of 
warm, acrimonious Parts, which ſtimu- 
late the Solids and increaſe their Action 
upon the Fluids, the Blood will ſtill be far- 
ther broken into ſmaller Particles, and ren- 
dered more quick in its Motion, by which 
its moſt fluid Parts will paſs out of the 
Body in profuſe Sweats, to the great De- 
triment of the Patients Recovery; whoſe 
Strength muſt daily decline from the Ag- 
grevation of all his feveriſh Symptoms. 
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= Wos thais: of its Qualities which | 
are ſenſible to the Taſte and Smell, one 
would be inclined, to think it a valuable 
Medicine, and fuch it certainly would 
often be found, if given in ſtrong De- 
coctions with proper Regimen; ordering 
the Patient to Sweat by Interyals as his 
Strength will bear, according ta the * 
tice of the Mee | 


"Tarn are two faxed Points, beyond 
which the Veſſels of the Body can nei- 
ther be filled nor emptied without a Ple- 
thora happening in the one Caſe, and I- 
anition in the Other; and as the ill Symp- 
toms during a Salivation, are occaſioned 
by too great a Plenitude of the Veſſels, 
and the violent Diſtenſion of their Coats; 
ſo do the Complaints conſequently of a 
Salivation ariſe from Inanition, and a ge- 

| neral 


_ * Vide Prof. Boerhaav. add Morb. Gall. Au- 
thores. | 
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neral Weakneſs of the Habit ; and there- 
fore, the Remedies moſt likely to ſucceed 
are nouriſhing Diet with moderate Exer- 
ciſe, Chalybeates with the Bark, Aro- 
matic Bitters and the Uſe of the Cold 

Bath : But this laſt is never to be adviſed 
where the Patient is extremely Weak or 
where there is a Suſpicion of unſound 
Viſcera; in the laſt Caſe it might prove 
fatal, by forcing the Blood with Violence 
to the affected Part ; and in the Firſt, it 
would moſt certainly increaſe his Com- 
plaints ; for if the firſt Shock given to the 
whole vaſcular Syſtem by the intenſe Cold, 
ſhould fail to reſtore the Elaſticity of the 
Fibres, every future Effort would weaken 
their Spring and become ineffectual. 


 Mexcuxy therefore, though a power- 
ful and moſt excellent Medicine in many 
Caſes, when uſed with Caution, may, 
when miſapplyed, be productive of many 
terrible Conſequences, and like a Sword 

mn 


159 
in the Hands of a Mad-man, become the 
Inſtrument of irreparable Ills. It acts as 
it is acted upon by the vital Impulſe, and 
whenever that is wanting to tranſmit it to 
the diſeaſed Part, it fails of by ae and 
becomes of no Effect. 


Fon this we plainly ſee that it has 
no ſpecific Property in ſubduing the Ve- 
nereal Poiſon, that it works a Cure by its 
Gravity and mechanical Preſſure, and that 
it drives out the Diſeaſe, but with it, 
the nutritious Juices which are the very 
Principles of Life. 


+ © Tanta vero eſt in hoc Salivationis 

« genere Humorum Fuſio, tanta Succo- 
« rum omnium Corporis ſzpe exantlatio, 
| K us 


* Argentum vivum, ſola vi vitæ actum hoc 
Malum ſanat, motu expellit. Ideo & ejus medi- 
cata poteſtas haud valet corrigere venereum ta- 
bum, quando illud figitur in locis, ad quæ actio Cor- 
dis & Arteriarum vix pertingit. 

BoRRHAA v. 


+ Harris, de Lue Venere. 
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< ut nil Mirum fit, fi Spiritus vitales una 
« diſſipentur, & maxime ſi in hic Terra, 
c aliter fzlicifſuma, ubi Melancholia tan- 
« tum obtinet Imperium, complures ex 
<« tam rapida Fluidacum profuſione ſuc- 
00 cumbant ac periant. 1 
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HOUGH this Section ſhould have | 
gone before the laſt according to the | 
Title, yet, in Order that the Reader might | 
have a more exact comparative View of [ 
the Remedies already conſidered, vix. 
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Salivation and the Diet-Drink; "Y par- | 
ticular Caſes, where the one feems evi- 
 dently. preferable to abe ales Js been 
referred to the laſt. * * 


FiIRs r then, Salivation is by all allow- 
ed to be dangerous in a univerſal Weak- 
. neſs and Relaxation of the Solids, where 
it is feared the conſumptive Patient might 
ſink under the Loſs of a profuſe ſalivary 
Diſcharge, or where the Veſſels from their 
decay, have loſt their vibrating Power and 
cannot ſufficiently re- act upon the circu- 
lating Fluids * ; for in this Caſe, the mer- 
curial Atoms diffuſed throughout the 
Blood will, not only prove ineffectual, but 
will further inflame, break down and de- 
ſtroy the diſeaſed Parts, till at length, ex- 
travaſating with the Juices, they will ſub- 
fide by their own Gravity, unite with 
each other, and form Globules, ſuch as 


1 * Pref. Boerhaav. ad Morb. Gall, Authores 
4 ar * ; _ 
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are obſerved in the carious Bones or im- 


poſthumated Parts of dead Bodies, after 
a Salivation. | 


SECONDLY, where the Venereal Diſ- 
eaſe is complicated with the Scurvy ; for 
ſeorbutic Ulcers of the Mouth, &c. are 
by this Means greatly irritated and often 
become een from the Uſe of 
W 


1 Bachler, a Dutch Phyſician, 140 


with Hoffman, here both condemn the 
Uſe of Mercury, and Ermuller obſerves 
that it is ſo pernicious in the Scurvy, that 


the Dutch abſtain from it even in vene- 
real Caſes, for fear they ſhould be com- 
nn with that Diſeaſe. 


2S ——— alſo . us, 1 ich four 
Hundred of the Imperial Troops in Hun- 


gary near Belgrade, who took Mercury, 
with- 


* Krameri Diſſert. Epiſtol, de Scorbuto, 
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without his Adyice, all died by the c dread- 
ful Conſequences of a Salivation. 


THIRDLY, where the Pox is compli- 
cated with ſcrophulous Tumors of the 
Neck, which may be ſo enlarged by 
Mercury as to compreſs the contiguous 
Veins, and cauſe a Fit of the Apoplexy 
by putting a ſtop to the Return of the 
Blood: And even in thoſe Caſes of the 
Evil or Leproſy where Mercury may be 
given with Safety *, it ſeldom ever effects 
a thorough Cure, for though the Symp- 
toms are alleviated for a Time, they at 

length return with their wonted Severity. 
This, in ſome Meaſure may ſerve as a 
| Proof that the Leproſy, Scrophula and 
| Pox are three diſtinct Diſeaſes ; for if 
theſe were only different Species of the 
ſame Diſeaſe, produced by the - venereal | 
Poiſon, Mercury would be the moſt likely 


Willis de Lep. Grecor. 


va 
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to ſubdue them all, however diverſified by 
Climates or Conſtitutions. 149 2 


F in a habitual: ds, 
where the Mercury by its ſuperiorWeight, 


would Force open the Veſſels of the 


Bowels 5 —_— on a erte F lux. 


Fir rurv, in a fitting of Blood think 


decayed Lungs, or where the Liver has 
been ſchirrous for a long Time; for if 
the Obſtruction does not readily give Way, 
the Force of the circulating Blood, aſ- 
ſiſted by the Gravity of Mercury, may 


| | burſt the Veſſels, or bring the affected 


Part to Suppuration and deſtroy We ten- 
_ nN or that Bowel. en 


88 in pregnent Women, where 


Mercury, by increaſing the Circulation, 


would Force the tender Embryo from its 


Connection with the A ward occa- 


lion rr 
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Gepe. in bike infant "IND ker 
the Rapidity of the Blood's Motion would 
act with greater Force upon the Solids 
chan their tender Fibres could bear, and 
conſequently bring on bloody Stools, Con- 
vulſions and other dangerous Symptoms, 
which N end in Death. 


Tuxsz ele the e ed 
in which Sali vation, is either dangerous 
or ineffectual, as thoſe, who happen to 
ſubmit to it, will be convinced by dear 
bought Experience; for if the Patient is 
extremely weak and languid, this Method 
will only ſerve till farther to exhauſt 
and infeeble him; and inſtead of afford» - 
ing him the Relief he ſought for, he will 

find his ſanguine Expectations ending in 
Diſappointment : On the Contrary, in 
theſe and all other Cafes where the Patient 
is an improper Subject for Mercuty, and 
his Complaints are aſſuredly Scorbutit or 
Venereal, a regular Courſe of the Liſbon- 
Diet- 


671 
Diet-Drink, will ſeldom ever fail of re- 
moving the Diſeaſe, if not advanced to a 
State abſol utely n 


Wnokvxn deſires to be more fully ac- 
quainted · ith the dangerous Effects of a 
Salivation, may conſult Dr. Robinſon s ex- 
| cellent 'T1 reatiſe on the Venertal Diſ⸗ raſe; 
whore; beſides. the Caſes. already - men- 
tioned, may be found many more in 
which it is highly prejudicial, and where, 
I believe, all candid Judges muſt give 
the Preference to a Medicine gentle and 
mild in its Effects, which, by a regular 


and long continued Uſe, is not only much : 


more ſafe, but alſo more certain in ex- 
terminating the Venereal Diſeaſe. 
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